
Recreational Water Season Updates

Division of Environmental Toxicology, Hazard Assessment & Prevention

MHOA Annual Spring Workshops

April 1st, 2026 – Devens, MA

April 14th & 15th, 2026 - Virtual



Agenda

• Program Updates
• Staff Contact Information

• 2025 Accomplishments

• 2026 Updates

• Pre-Season Reminders
• Overview of WQ Criteria and Posting 

Requirements

• Key points to remember 

• Data Portal Demonstration and Feedback 
Session

• 2026 and Beyond – Culturally Accessible 
Beaches

• Cyanobacteria Harmful Algal Blooms 
(CyanoHABs)

Wellfleet Beach, Wellfleet



Staff Contact 

Information 

Division of Environmental Toxicology, Hazard Assessment and 
Prevention (TOX)

Recreational Water Team:

• Logan Bailey – Lead Scientist, TOX

• Phone: 857.319.1104 | Email: logan.bailey@mass.gov

• Rachel Gladstone – Cyanobacteria/Harmful Algae Bloom 
Coordinator 

• Phone: 781.540.6422 | Email: rachel.gladstone@mass.gov

• Erin Collins– Beaches Project Coordinator

• Phone: 617.785.1869 | Email: erin.collins3@mass.gov

• Bridget Ducey – Beach Inspector: Cape & Islands, Buzzards Bay, 
Western Massachusetts

• Phone: 413.966.7692 | Email: bridget.j.ducey@mass.gov

• Michael Beattie – Beach Inspector: North Shore, Boston, Central 
Massachusetts

• Phone: 781.445.3439 | Email: mike.beattie@mass.gov

• DPH Beaches Project General Line

• Phone: 617.624.5757 | Email: DPH-Beach@mass.gov
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Pre-Season Reminder: Water Quality 

Criteria

Beach must be posted if:

• Single sample exceedance

• 2 consecutive single sample 
exceedances

• on MDPH’s Post-After-1 List

• Geomean exceeds threshold

Beaches can only be re-opened 
once the single sample and the 
geomean are below threshold



Pre-Season 
Reminder: 
Operators Sign 

Required at each beach entrance:

• Beach Name

• Dates of Operation

• Operator Name & Number

• Permit #

• “Not monitored for bacteria 
outside of season” message

Encouraged:

• Size: At least 8.5” by 11” 

• Weather-resistant

• QR code for more information 
and/or language translation



Pre-Season 
Reminder: 
Posting Sign

Required at parking lot entrances 

and beach entrances:

"Warning! No Swimming. 

Swimming May Cause Illness."

• Reason for Posting

• Date of Posting

• BOH Contact Information

• Red Hatch Mark Graphic



Portal and Dashboard Overview:

Information Flow

BEACH WATER IS 

SAMPLED

SAMPLE DATA AND/OR 

POSTING INFORMATION IS 

ENTERED ON THE PORTAL

DATA ARE AUTOMATICALLY 

PUBLISHED ON THE 

PUBLIC DASHBOARD

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/interactive-beach-water-quality-dashboard

https://mdph-envdata.casetivity.com/
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2025 Season 

Summary

An incredibly successful second year 

with our Dashboard and Portal!

• 272,000+ views to our public Beaches 

Dashboard on mass.gov during the 2025 

season

• Most popular dashboard on mass.gov!

• 70% of views were from in state

• 4th of July was the most popular weekend
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Portal and Dashboard Overview:

2025 Portal Data

16,314 total samples were entered for 2025

94% of samples were entered on the portal using bulk sample upload

DCR, 17%

DPH, 9%

Lab, 62%

Town, 

12%

Data Entered By

In 

Season 

(On 

Time), 

87%

In Season 

(Delayed), 

2%

Post 

Season, 

11%

Time of Entry



Sampling and Data Entry: Key Points to 

Remember

• Please use the most current field form [PDF] [DOCX]

• Email: dph-beach@mass.gov 

Reminders for lab/field staff:

• Temperature in Fahrenheit is required

• Legible handwriting helps

We are here to help!

• 1-on-1 trainings

• Custom Excel templates for data upload

https://www.mass.gov/doc/beach-sampling-field-data-form-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/beach-sampling-field-data-form/download
mailto:dph-beach@mass.gov
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Live Data Portal Demonstration  

https://mdph-

envdata.casetivity.com/

BOOKMARK OUR BEACHES 
PORTAL TO YOUR BROWSER:

HTTPS://MDPH-
ENVDATA.CASETIVITY.COM/

https://mdph-envdata.casetivity.com/
https://mdph-envdata.casetivity.com/


Upload Notification Email



Portal Demonstration: Screenshots



🏠

Portal Overview

Beaches in your 
jurisdiction that are 
currently posted

Beaches that have not 
been sampled on time 
(or the data haven’t 
been entered)

Most recent 
sample data

DCR-managed 
beaches in your 
jurisdiction (if 
applicable)

Beaches that 
require action 
(post/remove 
posting, 
resample, etc)



🏠

Data to upload come from three sources:

1. Lab Report
This is where you'll find sample result, lab method, 
indicator, units, and lab name.

2. Field Data Form
All information recorded on the field form must be 
entered for each sample.

3. (Chain of Custody)
You'll only need to use the COC if the top part of 
the field form is not filled out as required.

Please include all information from these sources into the appropriate 
columns of your upload spreadsheet. Blank columns can lead to the 
portal detecting errors and not accepting the upload.

The Field Data Form

For each round of testing, samplers are required to fill out a field data 

form, which they submit to the lab when they  drop off the samples. When 

data are entered, each lab report should be accompanied by a field form.

Samplers must use the current version of the field form 

(available at mass.gov/beaches, under "Forms")

UPLOADING SAMPLE DATA:  What to enter

https://www.mass.gov/lists/beaches-and-algae-forms#field-data-
https://www.mass.gov/beach-water-quality


UPLOADING SAMPLE DATA:  How to enter

IN-SEASON: ENTERING DATA
1. When you get a new batch of data, make a copy of your current year’s 

template.  Give it a name that indicates the weeks/dates the samples were 
collected.

2. For each sample, enter all the data from this week’s field forms and lab reports. 
• See tips for specific fields on next page 
• Sometimes dates left blank on the field form can be found on the lab report or the 
chain of custody.

3. Save your file

4. Click the rectangular “Upload Sample File” button: 

2. Save spreadsheet to your beach testing  folder
Name it something like “[YEAR] Beach Data Template.”

3. Fill in Columns A & B 
Do this For every location you’ll be getting data for this 
summer. If a beach has more than one sampling each 
location should have its own row

4. Fill in Column C
Download the Sample Location ID Codebook (second item 
under “Useful Links” – see step 1).  For each of your sample 
locations, look up the 4-digit code, then type it into in 
Column C of your template.

5. Fill in lab-related fields that will not change from week to 
week: Lab Name, Analysis Method, Indicator, Result Unit.

6. Save file

PRE-SEASON: SETTING UP YOUR TEMPLATE

1. Download Blank Template
On the upper right of the 
portal, click “Useful Links” & 
choose “Sample Bulk Import 
File Template.”
This will open an Excel 
spreadsheet.

5. On the resulting screen:
• Click “Choose File.”
• Navigate to select your 
   spreadsheet.
• Click the blue “Upload” button.

6. After a moment, the portal will tell you if your upload was successful. 
• If it was, you and the BOH will receive a confirmation email listing your samples telling. 
The BOH will also immediately receive the results and notification of any beach actions 
required  (closure, reopening, etc).
• See next page if If there was a problem with your upload.



🏠

Beach Profile

Update Start and 
End Dates for each 
Beach

Create a Posting

Useful beach 
information



🏠

Postings and Reopenings

Fill out fields to 
post a beach. After 
the posting is 
submitted, it will 
appear under 
“Currently Posted” 
on your home 
screen

Click “Remove 
Beach Posting” to 
remove a posting

Postings can also 
be added, 
removed, and 
edited from the 
home screen



🏠

Portal Questions, Feedback, or Ideas?

This is custom software designed to make your life easier – if you have an idea for a change or 
improvement, we are happy to hear it and implement it if possible.

We can also help train you, your staff, and the labs you work with.

General Email: DPH-Beach@mass.gov

Bridget Ducey – Beach Inspector: Cape & Islands, Buzzards Bay, Western Massachusetts
•Phone: 413.966.7692 | Email: bridget.j.ducey@mass.gov

Michael Beattie – Beach Inspector: North Shore, Boston, Central Massachusetts
•Phone: 781.445.3439 | Email: mike.beattie@mass.gov

mailto:DPH-Beach@mass.gov
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2026 Beach Season Cultural Accessibility

Semiquincentennial Celebrations: July 2- July 4th, 2026

FIFA World Cup: June 13 - July 9, 2026

Sail Boston 2026: July 11 – July 16, 2026

• Over 3 million international visitors expected in 2026

• Visitors expected from: Canada, United Kingdom, France, Brazil, Spain, Germany, Italy 

and Japan

Beaches are a resource for everyone

• Heat impacts health!

• Safety and access to information needs to be available to all, regardless of 

language or cultural background



2026 Beach 
Season Cultural 
Accessibility

Beaches are a resource for 
everyone

25.8% of Massachusetts 
residents speak a language 
other than English at home

Posting signs are available 
in:

• English

• Cape 

Verdean 

Creole

• Chinese 

(Simplified)

• Chinese 

(Traditional)

• Haitian 

Creole

• Khmer

• Portuguese

• Russian

• Spanish

• Vietnamese

https://www.mass.gov/lists/beaches-and-algae-forms
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2026 Beach Season 

Cultural Accessibility

MDPH Resources and Best Practices:

Extreme Heat Resources:

• Mass.gov/extreme-heat

• 14 Climate and Health Fact Sheets (15 

languages!)

• MDPH Climate and Health Fact Sheets

Spanish Language Climate Training

• Cambio Climático y Salud

https://www.mass.gov/extreme-heat
https://www.mass.gov/extreme-heat
https://www.mass.gov/extreme-heat
https://www.mass.gov/extreme-heat
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Climate and Health Trainings

Mass.gov | Climate 
and Health Educational 
Videos

TRAIN | Climate and 
Health Learning Series

https://www.mass.gov/resource/environmental-health-equity-and-climate-change-educational-videos
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Cyanobacteria 

Harmful Algal Blooms



2025 CyanoHAB Season Summary
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Cyanotoxins

Toxin Name Toxin Type
DPH 

Advisory 
Criteria

Microcystins Hepatotoxin​ 8 µg/L

Cylindrospermopsin Hepatotoxin​ 15 µg/L

Anatoxin-a Neurotoxin​ 60 µg/L*



New / Updated 
DPH Content

• Updated Guidance 

Document for Responding 

to CyanoHABs in 

Recreational Waters

• Standard Operating 

Procedure for 

Cyanobacteria Harmful 

Algal Bloom Sampling 



DPH CyanoHAB Workshop – April 29th TO REGISTER, 

CONTACT:
DPH-Beach@mass.gov



Thank you!

Division of Environmental Toxicology, 
Hazard Assessment and Prevention (TOX)

 
Recreational Water Quality Team
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