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2018

O February - Cemetery Commission Meeting:
A 3 Residents request green burial
A Commissioners open, want Board of Health input

A Cemetery Supervisor in favor

O April - Board of Health Meeting:

A Health Director: Green burial o0l ess invas
no threat to drinking water or soil

A BOH approves green burial so long as standard precautions taken to
protect ground water and public health and safety
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May:
With BOH approval, Cemetery Commission votes to allow green burial

Next step: Town of Westford Regulations for Municipal Cemeteries  require burial
vaults 6 must be updated, and any revision needs Town Meeting approval

June d November:
Cemetery Commission membership and Cemetery Department staff changes

December:

Cemetery Commission appoints 8 -member Green Burial Advisory Subcommittee
to draft green burial regulations and provide opportunities for residents to learn
about green burial



2019

O January 8 June: Subcommittee Activities

A Appointees: 2 commissioners, Cemetery Supervisor, Environmental Services
Manager (Health Dept staff), 4 residents

A Meets approximately 30 hours

A Holds public info session at library attended by 26 people and recorded by
Westford CAT




Subcommittee Main Topics

A Green Burial Council standards for cemeteries

Awhat 6s all owed, whatods not ?
A Body Preparation

A Burial Practices

A Memorialization

A Grave sales - specific lots conveyed or right to be buried only?
A Landscaping and maintenance

A Education & outreach (including funeral homes)




2019

O July 8 August:

A Subcommittee and Commission integrate green burial regulations into main
regulations document and finish revision

O

September:

To

Town Counsel approves revision for Special Town Meeting Warrant

October:

A STM unanimously approves revised Town of Westford Regulations for
Municipal Cemeteries ,includinggreenburial 6i t s of fi ci al |
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2020

O January:
A Pine Grove Cemetery expansion planning begins
A Will include designated green burial section

Oln the interi mé




April 2020

O15 oOprovi si
burial graves
designated along
edge of Pine Grove
Cemetery until
expansion project
completed




ovember 2020

First green burial
In provisional
section




2022

O April:
A Green Burial in Westford: General Information and
Guidelines booklet published (available on Cemetery

Department webpage )

A Pine Grove Cemetery expansion completed: 987 graves
Including 148 -grave green burial section



https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11057/Green-Burial-Booklet-Final-4-12-22
https://www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11057/Green-Burial-Booklet-Final-4-12-22

68 Forge Village Road, Westford, MA
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To Date

O 38 green burial lots sold (25 to non -residents) &
approximately 30% of sales

O 8 green burials performed (including 1 requested in older
cemetery)
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Natural Burial
Pine Grove Cemetery

May 2022



Cemetery Supervisor prepares for first green burial in new section. The
lowering device will be used. Shovels are available for friends and family
to backfill the grave if desired.
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Two slats placed on grave floor as spacers so straps can be easily removed



Funeral director and assistants transport casket from hearse to grave on rolling cart



Casket moved to lowering device



