


Fentanyl (an Opioid) overdose is one of 
the top leading causes of death for 
Americans ages 18 to 49.  An effective 
harm reduction tool is the administration 
of Naloxone (Narcan), a medication 
designed to rapidly reverse opioid 
overdose when administered.





A statewide community public 
health initiative for the opioid 
epidemic through installation of harm 
reduction boxes containing naloxone 
(Narcan) and increasing the 
Awareness of the Good Samaritan 
and Overdose Response Laws 



The SAMBOX initiative is an opioid recovery 
harm reduction program that brings together 
the awareness of the Massachusetts Good 
SAMaritan Law/Overdose Response Laws 
with the use of a NaloxBOX and encourages 
communities across the Commonwealth 
implement opioid rescue kit programs 
(SAMBOXes) in their community. 



The initiative aligns with the Massachusetts 
Health Officers Association’s (MHOA) Opioid 
Planning Toolkit “A Local Public Health Toolkit 
for Addressing the Opioid Epidemic”, 
(https://opioid toolkit.mhoa.com/home/) 

communities need to communicate, inform, 
and educate (Essential Measure 3); 

strengthen, support, and mobilize communities 
and partnerships (Essential Measure 4);

create, champion, and implement plans 
(Essential Measure 5);

enable equitable access 
(Essential Measure 7); 

improve and innovate to produce 
positive outcomes (Essential 
Measure 9). 



https://sambox.mhoa.com/

https://sambox.mhoa.com/








Like Defibrillators (AED’s) 
and Fire Extinguishers,both 

lifesaving tools in every 
community in the 

Commonwealth, SAMBOXes 
should be also!



Thank you Initiative Partners! 


