
THE MEADOWS 
CONSERVATION 

AREA
Accessibility Upgrades through Mass in Motion 

Mini-Grants



Getting to Construction & Beyond
MiM CHII Needs 

Survey
Physical & digital surveys 
and touring focus groups
Top preferences include: 
Install signage with maps 
in English, Spanish, and 

braille. 
Enlarge parking lot & 
level entryway to fields
Create/maintain path

Install benches

Accessible Signage 
Design 

Coordinated with Stavros, 
BJC, Pathfinder Vocational 

High School, the Senior 
Center & Library

Utilized visual arts intern 
to develop color palette
Implemented grant to 
design accessible signs 
with Collaborative for 

Education Services

MiM CHII 
Mini-Grant Results

Expanded the parking area 
& created accessible 

hard-packed trail at main 
field

Maintain mowed walking 
trail around the site

Install ADA-accessible 
signage & bench
Prepare site for 

community garden (tilled), 
raised beds & native 

foraging area

Future 
Improvements

Pathfinder’s horticulture 
program designing native 

foraging area fall 2022
Wood has been donated & 
Pathfinder’s woodworking 

program constructing 
raised beds by spring 2023
Assign community gardens 

& raised beds in spring 
2023



MiM CHII Needs 
Survey
Data from the survey and focus groups showed that 
the top preferences were:
• Install signage with maps, directional signs, and 

information about natural history & features
• Signage should be in English, Spanish, and braille.
• Enlarge the parking lot
• Create a level entryway to the grass, maintaining a 

pathway around the perimeter, installing benches, and 
creating a clustered gathering area with tables and 
benches

• Create a clustered gathering area with tables and 
benches.

• Materials describing conservation areas, trail maps and 
trailhead locations need to be more easily accessible to 
all



Accessible 
Signage
Color palette ideal for those with 
several types of  color-blindness

Clear map of  the conservation 
area and its trails

Information about site 
conditions and interesting flora 
and fauna

Braille on sign directing people 
to scan the QR code which takes 
people to the Town’s website on 
this conservation area within 
audio information and English & 
Spanish written information



Additional Signs 

Designed for The 
Meadows and use on 
other conservation areas



Trail Construction
• Accessible trail was mowed and excavated to 

a depth of  12 inches

• Soil was compacted and an underlayment 
was placed

• Crushed Gravel was placed & compacted 
over underlayment to create stable walking 
trail

• Excess loamy soil that was excavated was 
tilled into the ground in the center of  the 
accessible loop trail

• DPW will also place millings over the 
crushed during next street repaving



Parking Lot 
Improvements
• Trail from parking area to main fields was 

mowed and excavated to a depth of  12 
inches

• Soil was compacted and an underlayment 
was placed

• Crushed Gravel was placed & compacted 
over underlayment to create stable walking 
trail

• Angular Stone was added to expand the 
parking area







Future 
Designs
Pathfinder’s horticulture program 
designing native foraging area fall 
2022

Wood has been donated & 
Pathfinder’s woodworking 
program constructing raised beds 
by spring 2023

Assign community gardens & 
raised beds in spring 2023

Top-seed with pollinator species 
in pollinator field



Any questions or comments?

Erica N. Larner
Conservation Administrator
Town of Belchertown
Lawrence Memorial Hall                     
2 Jabish Street  P.O.  Box 670                      
Belchertown, Massachusetts 01007-0670           
elarner@belchertown.org
Phone: 413-323-0405 Fax: 413-323-0411

mailto:elarner@belchertown.org

