
Municipal Tobacco Control Technical Assistance Program 
 
Donald J. Wilson, Director          
c/o Massachusetts Municipal Association                        (617) 426-7272 
One Winthrop Square                 FAX (617) 695-1314 
Boston, Massachusetts  02110                  djwilson@mma.org 
 

LOCAL POLICIES RESTRICTING FLAVORED “OTHER TOBACCO  
PRODUCTS” (OTP) TO ADULT-ONLY RETAILERS 

        
MUNICIPALITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE  

 
Agawam 10/1/18 
Andover  6/1/17 
Amherst  8/15/15 
Arlington 3/1/15 
Ashburnham 12/30/18 
Ashby  12/30/18  
Ashland  1/1/15 
Athol  10/1/16 
Attleboro  1/1/16  
Avon  7/1/15 
Ayer  7/1/18 
Bedford  1/1/18 
Belmont  1/1/15 
Beverly  8/1/17 
Billerica  10/1/16 
Bolton  12/1/18 
Boston  2/15/16  
Braintree 12/31/18 
Brockton 9/26/16 
Brookline 2017 
Buckland 3/15/16 
Cambridge 6/1/15  
Canton  1/1/18 
Carver  7/1/14 
Charlemont 10/15/15 
Chelsea  3/15/16 
Clinton  7/1/17 
Cohasset 6/1/16 
Concord  11/1/14 
Conway  7/1/18 
Danvers  1/1/19 
Dedham  10/1/16 
Deerfield 1/1/17 
Dracut  3/1/19 
Duxbury  2/1/15 
Easthampton   1/1/18 
E.Longmeadow   7/1/18 
Easton  5/1/16 
Edgartown 1/1/18 
Essex  8/1/16 
Everett  5/1/17 
Fairhaven 1/1/15 
Fitchburg  3/1/17 
Framingham  7/1/18 
Gardner 3/1/17 
Gill  9/1/15 

Gloucester 5/1/18  
Grafton  9/1/16 
Granby  2/1/15 
Greenfield 7/1/15 
Groton  10/1/17  
Hadley  3/15/16 
Halifax  3/15/16 
Hamilton 10/1/16 
Harvard  12/1/17 
Hatfield  1/1/15 
Haverhill  1/15/19 
Holbrook 10/10/18 
Holden  7/31/17 
Holyoke  11/3/16  
Lancaster 7/1/18 
Lanesboro 3/9/15 
Lawrence 2/15/19 
Leominster 3/1/17  
Leverett  3/1/15  
Lowell  10/1/16 
Ludlow  6/1/16 
Lynnfield 8/15/15 
Malden   1/30/18 
Marblehead 7/1/16 
Marlboro  9/1/15  
Marshfield 9/1/15 
Mashpee 12/28/18 
Maynard 9/1/16 
Medfield 1/1/16 
Medford  7/10/17  
Melrose  1/4/16 
Methuen 9/1/15 
Middleton 10/1/16  
Millis  11/1/15 
Milton  4/30/15 
Montague 7/1/15  
Natick  9/1/15 
Needham 1/1/16 
Newburyport  1/1/18 
Newton  9/22/14 
No. Adams 8/1/16 
No. Andover 1/5/15 
No. Attleboro 7/1/16 
Northampton   1/1/17 
No. Reading 9/1/16 
Norton  9/1/18 

Norwell  3/31/16 
Norwood 4/1/18 
Oak Bluffs 3/1/18 
Orange  8/1/17 
Orleans  11/1/16 
Peabody 1/1/19 
Pittsfield 11/1/16 
Provincetown  3/1/16 
Reading  8/1/17 
Rockport 1/1/19 
Salem  3/1/17  
Sandwich 6/1/17 
Saugus  7/5/16 
Shelburne 11/15/15 
Sherborn 9/25/14  
Somerville 3/15/16 
Southampton 3/1/16 
So. Hadley 6/1/16 
Spencer  4/1/18 
Stoneham 3/1/18 
Stow  6/1/17 
Sudbury  7/1/17 
Sunderland 1/4/16 
Templeton 10/1/16 
Tewksbury 6/1/16 
Townsend 9/1/16 
Tyngsboro 1/11/16 
Wakefield 1/4/16 
Walpole  7/1/15 
Wareham 4/1/16 
Watertown 3/1/15 
Webster  7/1/18 
Wellfleet  1/1/19 
W. Boylston 3/14/17 
Westboro 1/15/19 
Westford 7/1/16 
Westwood 9/1/18 
Whately  9/1/15  
Wilbraham 12/30/18 
Williamstown  1/5/15 
Wilmington 10/15/18 
Winchendon 10/1/16  
Winchester 7/1/15 
Winthrop 6/1/18 
Worcester 1/1/19 
Yarmouth 7/1/14 

 
See Notes, History and Policy Details on next page.    Updated:  12/11/18 
 



NOTES 
 
TOTAL : 138 (33 Cities in Bold) – 61% of state’s population (3,996,732) lives in listed municipalities. 
 
All our health regulation policies except Brookline is an Attorney General-approved town bylaw and the 
following cities have enacted the policy as an ordinance:  Agawam, Cambridge, Newton 
 
HISTORY  
 
In June of 2009, the federal government, recognizing the damaging role flavored tobacco products play in 
encouraging youth initiation, banned the sale of flavored cigarettes, except for menthol flavoring.   
 
In July of 2009, the state of Maine extended that federal ban to include cigars.   
 
In January 2012, the Providence city council enacted a city ordinance to mimic and extend the federal ban 
to include all OTP (Other Tobacco Products), such as cigars, smokeless and chew tobacco, as well as to 
include electronic cigarettes, except in qualifying adult-only retail locations. Providence was sued in 
federal court and in February 2013 prevailed at the U.S. Court of Appeals.  This is notable as we are in 
the same federal court district as Rhode Island.  Therefore, this ruling extends to Massachusetts.   
 
POLICY DETAILS  
 
This policy recognizes that cheap, flavored tobacco products are attractive to youth, resulting in reported 
increase of such usage in Massachusetts and nationwide.   The policy reads:  “No person shall sell or 
distribute or cause to be sold or distributed any flavor tobacco product, except in smoking bars and adult-
only retail tobacco stores.” 
 
The policy DOES prohibit the sale of all flavored tobacco products and flavored e-cigarette/vaping 
products, except for in qualified adult-only retail tobacco stores and “smoking bars”.  Includes all 
products containing tobacco and those liquids, regardless of nicotine content, that are used in e-cigarettes 
or similar vaporization devices.  Also includes flavored products even if the wrapper does not list an 
identifiable flavor. 
 
Smoking Bar = (aka hookah bars, cigar bars).  To qualify for this exemption, a retailer (1) must be adult-
only – no minors permitted in the establishment; AND (2) be in possession of a valid Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue-issued Smoking Bar Permit; AND (3) be in compliance with the conditions set 
out in that permit which include, but are not limited to, require that a majority of the establishment’s 
income is derived from tobacco sales, that no outside food or drink be brought into the smoking bar and 
that the establishment is an enclosed indoor space. 
 
Adult-Only Retail Tobacco Store = (aka smoke shops, tobacconists, vape shops).  To qualify for this 
exemption, a retailer (1) must be adult-only – no minors permitted in the establishment; AND (2) the store 
is not required by the municipality to possess a retail food permit; AND (3) the sale of other products that 
are not tobacco/vape or tobacco/vape paraphernalia is incidental. 
 
Retailers who do not qualify for either of the above exemptions are barred from selling flavored 
tobacco/vape products.  Penalties may be issued if the banned products are available for sale.  An actual 
sale is not required. 
 
This policy DOES NOT prohibit the sale of menthol (and other mint-only flavored) tobacco products nor 
the sale of all e-cigarettes.  
 

A Technical Assistance Project for cities and towns funded through a MA DPH grant to the MMA. 


